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some countries, more than half of the popu-
lation is under the age of 25. Quality edu-
cation for this generation of young people
could further contribute to dynamism and inno-
vation in their countries’ economies.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2548 will bring many
positive opportunities to a continent that is in
great need of assistance. | truly appreciate
you and the committee giving this bill the at-
tention it deserves. Electrifying Africa will not
only create a brighter future for those who live
in the region, but will also strengthen Africa’s
independence, promote continued economic
development, and ensure the continent re-
mains a vibrant source of art, culture, and his-
tory for generations to come.
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Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to recognize Mrs. Linda Martin, a fi-
nalist for the 2014 School Counselor of the
Year award. This distinguished award, pre-
sented by the American School Counselor As-
sociation, honors school counselors “who
have made outstanding and exemplary con-
tributions to students, the school community,
and the school counseling profession.”

Mrs. Martin has led the Comprehensive
Guidance Program at Palm Lake Elementary
School for 20 years. As an innovative teacher,
she founded the Kids Who Care program to
serve Palm Lake Elementary, the Orlando
community and Nkomo Primary School, a sis-
ter school in South Africa. Her classroom les-
sons cover a wide range of topics including
character development and leadership.

Mrs. Martin’s remarkable service has also
been recognized on the county and state lev-
els. In 2012, she was named Orange County
School Counselor of the Year, and, in 2013,
was awarded Elementary School Counselor of
the Year by the Florida School Counselor As-
sociation.

School counselors play an invaluable role in
students’ academic and personal develop-
ment, teaching important life skills and com-
pelling them to strive toward their goals. It is
my pleasure to recognize Mrs. Martin for her
exemplary dedication to the students of Palm
Lake Elementary.
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Mr. GOSAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of the Arizona State Library. The 150th
anniversary of the Arizona Territorial Library,
which was established in 1864 and became
the State Library in 1915, was celebrated this
year. Next year is the State Library’s 100th
anniversary.

A department of the Secretary of State’s of-
fice, the State Library provides access to his-
torical records and operates the Arizona Cap-
itol Museum. In the beginning, the State Li-
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brary was mainly a law library, recording the
laws of the territorial government and con-
ducting legislative research. In recent years,
this institution has grown to house historical
archives, public records, and special collec-
tions such as the Arizona Memory Project,
which is a collection of digitized records about
the history and geography of Arizona. It also
provides consulting services to county and
local libraries and other government agencies
to help them better manage public records. As
part of the Library of Congress’s Chronicling
America territorial newspaper collection, the
State Library also houses the Arizona Digital
Newspaper Project. It was recently recognized
as the Federal Depository Library of the Year
for 2013 and is Arizona’s only complete fed-
eral documents collection.

Congratulations to the Arizona State Library
for its many years of service to the people of
Arizona.

———
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, | thank my
colleagues on the House Energy and Com-
merce Committee for their leadership and
shared goal of promoting legislation that
incentivizes stakeholders to manufacture and
implement energy efficient technologies
throughout our economy. Congress should al-
ways be looking for creative ways to
incentivize our great American innovators like
A.O. Smith to manufacture energy efficient
technologies that consumers clearly want. So
| commend you on your dedication to this ef-
fort and look forward to supporting H.R. 2126.

Sometimes we don’t have to look too hard
for ways to unleash American innovation and
promote energy efficiency. Sometimes, we just
have to use common sense and get the Fed-
eral Government out of the way.

One concrete way Congress can force the
government to get out of the way of our job
creators would be to require the Department
of Energy and the Environmental Protection
Agency to recognize independent test results
for air conditioning, furnace, boiler, heat pump
and water heater products that are already
subject to the rigors of an independent vol-
untary industry compliance program (or
“VICP”).

Through the VICP, manufacturers of these
highly efficient products contract with an inde-
pendent, third-party laboratory to ensure their
products comply with federal efficiency and
conservation standards. Manufacturers spend
millions to participate and run the VICP, and
the program has been a resounding success
for years.

But the federal government won’t accept
VICP data for compliance purposes. Instead,
the DOE and EPA (which manages the En-
ergy Star program) force manufacturers that
participate in the VICP to subject their prod-
ucts to two additional rounds of tests to satisfy
agency standards. But to make matters worse,
the DOE and EPA tests aren’t any different
than the VICP tests. Each test takes place at
the same laboratories responsible for the
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VICP tests, with the same technicians on the
same products.

The end result: manufacturers of highly effi-
cient air conditioning, furnace, boiler, heat
pump and water heater products pay for three
rounds of tests to effectuate the same result:
making federal regulators happy.

That, my colleagues, smacks of inefficient
government bureaucracy that serves no pur-
pose other than redirecting operational capital
to satisfy the whims of the Obama Administra-
tion. We can and should do a better job of
incentivizing manufacturers to innovate and in-
vest in job creation—not to waste precious
operational capital on complying with nonsen-
sical bureaucratic mandates.

| intend to eliminate this regulatory road-
block through legislation very similar to an
amendment introduced last September by
Senators SESSIONS and PRYOR during debate
for S. 1392. That amendment, in the words of
Senator SESSIONS, would have “require[d] the
Energy Department, when conducting routine
testing to verify product ratings, to rely on data
submitted through voluntary, independent cer-
tification programs” that satisfy a robust test of
independence and transparency.

———
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Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 175th Anniversary of the
founding of St. Peter’s Parish, the mother par-
ish of Staten Island. The social vitality and
spirit of community that the St. Peter’'s Parish
brings to my district cannot possibly be over-
stated and, as the oldest Roman Catholic par-
ish on Staten Island, this historic occasion is
of great significance to our entire community.
With the Catholic population of Staten Island
consisting of only around 100 people at the
founding of the parish in 1839, Father
lldefonso Madrano, the first minister of St.
Peter's, was also tasked with serving the
Catholic communities of Perth Amboy, New
Brunswick, and Princeton, New Jersey. While
the congregation met in an abandoned factory
for five years, construction on a dedicated
church moved slowly yet steadily, made pos-
sible by a generous donation of land by the
New Brighton Association.

Quickly turning into a staple of life on Staten
Island, the pastors of St. Peter's directed the
construction of a grammar school as well as
additional parishes on the island as the local
population continued to grow. At the same
time, church ministers showed their dedication
to the local community by tending to Staten Is-
landers’ various spiritual and material needs.
One of St. Peter's early pastors, Father Pat-
rick Murphy, gave his life in the service of
those in need, contracting cholera while tend-
ing to the thousands of Irish immigrants quar-
antined in a hospital in the nearby
Tompkinsville neighborhood of the Island.

It is in the same spirit that the parish of St.
Peter's has exemplified the communal spirit of
caring and service over the past 175 years.
Thanks to the resilience of community mem-
bers and parishioners, St. Peter’s has survived
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